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Pastor’s Messsage 

Welcome to the 
February Evangel!  
If this is your first time reading one, then 
let me thank you for picking one up and for 
reading the valuable information inside. 
Each Evangel is a snapshot of how we live 
out the Greatest Commandment: Loving 
God and Loving our Neighbors as Ourselves.  

First, let me say thank you to everyone who 
supported our RESOLVE Christmas Offering. 
To date, we have raised over $29,000 in 
support of outreach, missions, music, 
youth, and children’s ministries… what an 
encouragement! 

This past year our average worship 
attendance grew by almost 5%, which is 
a direct result of members of our church 
personally inviting their family, friends, 
neighbors, and coworkers to worship with 
them and experience our special church. 

Inside this Evangel are further opportunities 
to grow your faith, special events for 
inviting your friends, opportunities to 
give your time, talent, and treasure as a 
response to God’s transforming grace in 
your life… check it out!

  Yours in Christ,

  Rev. David Eardley

Zenith Brass
Sunday, February 25
4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Detroit’s premier high school 
brass ensemble, made up 
of thirty talented youth 
musicians in our area. This all-brass and percussion ensemble 
performs music in a variety of styles: baroque, classical, 
romantic, 20th century, plus jazz, shows and movies.

On Finances:
As of early January, we have 
positive financial news for 
2017. The preliminary results 
show we should have a small 
net positive excess of revenue 
over spending.  During December, perhaps due to the change 
in the tax law, donations were strong both for the month of 
December as well as pre-payments for 2018. We also had some 
pre-payments of Project IMPACT pledges. 

The church is also concluding a positive EMC campaign. Although 
we did not make our goal, it appears our pledge revenue will 
be nearly $1.2 million in 2018. At this time, the number of 
pledging units is 402, a bit less than the 409 of last year. All the 
committees have submitted their requests for 2018 and the 
Treasurer & Finance Committee are finalizing the budget. With 
all sources of income, we should be able to fund nearly the full 
request of most committees.

The Finance Committee will be launching year two of Project 
IMPACT fund raising to add to the nearly $500,000 pledged to 
date. The Trustees have identified their improvement priorities 
for 2018 which includes finishing the resurfacing of the 
remaining front parking lot and driveways.

Thank you for your continued financial support of St. Paul’s. 
Your generosity is providing the financial base that makes the 
programming and missions of the church a reality. 

     Ron DiLiddo
     Finance Committee Chair
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In Our Church  

Sunday Adult Studies  
Sundays at 10 a.m.  

Faith & Friends Spiritual 
Growth Study; Room 132
We continue our study of Meeting the 
Spirit by Douglas Connelly. Join us! 
February 18 begins the all-church study 
What Makes a Hero? by Matt Rawle. 

Open Hearts All Ages, Stages 
and Spiritual Levels; Room 131
Open Doors is now Open Hearts. For 
singles & couples, parents & non-
parents. All are welcome! We study 
Max Lucado’s new book Anxious for 
Nothing: Finding Calm in a Chaotic 
World. 

Family Life Active Couples & 
Singles, 50 & older; Rickard Chapel
A welcoming place to learn and 
share as we enjoy discussions and 
presentations on a variety of Christian 
issues and topics. Join us and see if you 
don’t feel right at home!
Feb 4 Open Door Update 
Feb 11 God Helps those who Help Themselves 
Feb 18 Come and see!
Feb 25 Move Management for Seniors 

Scout Sunday
Sunday, February 11 
9 & 11 a.m. Services in the Sanctuary
All scouts are encouraged to wear their scout 
uniform and be recognized for their participation 
in scouting at the 9 and 11 a.m. services in the 
Sanctuary.

New Member Class 
If you are interested in joining our 
church or learning more about our 
ministries, please attend our new 
Getting to Know sessions.

Getting to Know the Pastors
Sunday, February 4
12:15 - 1:15 p.m. in Hickey Hall
If you have attended one service or you 
are a returning guest, we invite you to 
join us for a quick and informal lunch 
where you’ll have an opportunity to 
meet our pastors. We want to get to know you!  
Reservations are not necessary. We’ll bring the pizza and the pastors. 
We really hope you’ll join us!

Getting to Know You        Getting to Know St. Paul’s
Sunday, February 11                     Sunday, February 18
10 - 11 a.m. in the Parlor            10 - 11 a.m. in the Parlor
 

Getting to Know St. Paul’s Family 
Sunday, February 25 at 9 & 11 a.m. services
We welcome those who choose to become members of St. Paul’s at 
the service of their choice. 

You are welcome to attend any or all of these sessions. Call the church 
office at 248-651-9361 if you have any questions or plan to attend.

Ash Wednesday Worship
Wednesday, February 14
7 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Begin Lent with this youth-led special service 
with music, prayers, an inspiring message, Holy 
Communion and the imposition of ashes. 
Childcare is provided; no reservations needed.

Are you prepared? 

AED Training
Sunday, February 4
10 a.m. in the Parlor
The Health Ministry Team 
will offer a 30-minute training session 
on the use of St. Paul’s AED machine. 
This session is open to all members of 
the congregation. Ushers and greeters 
are strongly encouraged to attend. 
Sudden cardiac arrest can happen 
anywhere, anytime, to people of all ages. 
The simple-to-use AED (automated 
external defibrillator) provides the 
most advanced technology for the first 
person at the scene of a cardiac arrest, 
when there is the best chance to restart 
a heart. Questions? Please call Debbie 
Branham at 248-375-2551. 
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Classes & Groups

United Methodist Men
Saturday, February 3
8 a.m. in Hickey Hall
All men are welcome to 
join us for breakfast and 
brotherhood. We continue our book 
study of Half Truths and explore popular 
sayings that miss the point. Join us! 

       Come together with other women 
         to make a friend… 
            be a friend…  laugh… 
              dig into God’s Word together
                 and discover new ways to 

                    Live In Faith Everyday.

Cancer Support Group
Thursday, January 25 - March 8
7 p.m. in Room 132
This group is for those with 
cancer or who have ever had 
cancer, as well as family members 
and friends of those with cancer. Each 
meeting includes a speaker on various 
topics followed by sharing time. The 
support and growth experienced in these 
groups is invaluable and amazing. For 
more information, call the church office 
at 248-651-9361.

Seeker’s Study 
Mondays, beginning February 5
1 - 2:30 p.m. in Room 132
Join this progressive, open, accepting group for 
an intriguing study of A Farewell to Mars, by Brian 
Zahnd. The distant God of conventional religion 
has given way to a more intimate sense of the 
sacred that is with us in the world. Join us!

* Childcare available by reservation - To reserve childcare, 
call the church office at 248-651-9361 ext. 114 by 3 p.m. at least 2 
business days prior to the first class. 

Young At 
Heart Adults
Tuesday, February 20
YAHAs is a group for retirees or any 
who wish to participate. 
11 a.m.: Visiting in Hickey Hall
Noon:  Bring your own brown bag lunch 
and dessert will be provided. Please 
RSVP at 248-651-9361 by February 16.
1 p.m.: Program - The State of the 
Church by Rev. David Eardley.

All Church Lenten Study 

What Makes a Hero? The Death-Defying Ministry of Jesus
Tuesdays, Feb 20 - Mar 27  Sundays, Feb 18 - Mar 25
1 p.m. in Room 132     Or 10 a.m. in Room 132
7 p.m. Meet in Hickey Hall  with Faith and Friends

Plan to join a small group during Lent! Several groups 
will offer a 6-week study of heroes in pop culture and 
compare them with Jesus. Topics include overcoming 
adversity, us vs. them mentality, haves and have-
nots, and the meaning of the resurrection for 2018. 
For more information, please contact Rev. Rick Kress 
at 586-612-0772 or rkress@stpaulsrochester.org, or 
call the church office at 248-651-9361.

Save the Date!

Me, Myself & Lies A Thought Closet Makeover 
Fridays, March 2 - April 13
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. in the Parlor
Come early for coffee and refreshments
In this inspiring study highly recommended by other 

St. Paul’s classes, author Jennifer Rothschild encourages women 
to “clean out the junk in their minds and replace hidden negative 
thoughts with positive truths from God’s Word.” Call the office at 
248-651-9361 to reserve a book by February 16 and, where possible, 
pick up books and read “Week One” prior to the first class.  Books 
are $15, payable at first class. Led by Brenda Younker,  Nancy Fidler 
and Amy Ritenburgh.  *Childcare available by reservation.

Prayer Shawl/Quilt Ministry
Second Tuesday the Month 
1 - 2:30 p.m. in Room 132
This group creates prayer 
shawls and prayer quilts for 
those in need of compassion 
during loss or stressful times 
in their life. We welcome all who would 
like to participate or learn. Contact 
Donna Heflin at 248-505-6413 or 
heflin.donnaj@gmail.com.
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 Groups 

United Methodist Women
“Serve one another in love…” 
                                  Galatians 5:13 

February Circle Meetings
• Faith Circle - Thursday, February 8 at  

1 p.m. in the Parlor.
• Patience Circle - Thursday, February 8 

at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor. Program about Emmaus Walk.
• New Hope Circle - No Meeting

Executive Board Meeting: Thursday, February 22; 9 a.m. in the Parlor. 

HUGS  Humor, Understanding,    
                Growth and Support       
Mothers and grandmothers of all ages
Wednesdays; 9:30 - 11 a.m. Room 132

Feb 7  Crafting & Conversation: 
Sharpie mug craft. No skills needed! 
Focus on what is pure, true and lovely 
whether we are enjoying moments of 
peace or coping with times of stress. 
First Wednesday Lunch Bunch 11:30 a.m.
Bring an ingredient to include in a 
salad and stay for lunch. Bring your 
little guys in with us as we linger over 
conversation and lunch.

Feb 14  Wayback Wednesday: Old-
school Valentine’s Day celebrations 
with a twist. Beat the winter blues with 
some fun surprises. Bring a treat to 
share or just come as you are for coffee 
and conversation.

Feb 21  Meet & Greet:  Special guest 
Rev. David Eardley. Let God’s light shine 
through all things and shape the way 
we act and react to our world 

Feb 28  A Season for All Things: 
Seasons affect how we let God’s light 
shine through all things. We will also 
map out our March 21 Blessings in a 
Backpack mission project. 

See stpaulsrochester.org/calendar/ for 
more detailed information.
HUGS observes the Rochester 
Community Schools calendar. When 
schools are closed, HUGS will not meet. 
*Childcare is available by reservation.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Women Scholarship
St. Paul’s UMW offer scholarships for 
women and youth members of 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. 
Scholarships in the amount of $250 will 
be available for higher education and 
summer camp.  

Applications and information available 
at stpaulsrochester.org (Follow 
‘Scholarship’ quick link at bottom of 
homepage). 
Application deadline is April 15, 2018.

2017 Mission Pin Recipients
Each year, St. Paul’s United Methodist Women recognize dedicated 
individuals for outstanding service. 
On Sunday, January 14, Joyce Sherrod, Donna Gideon, Sharon Hiller, 
and Karen Rider were recognized for their dedicated service in 2017 to 
St. Paul’s and to the UMW mission work. 
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Missions                                       
Warm Coats for Baldwin
In the past 6 years, the generous 
congregation of St. Paul’s has donated 
approximately 1000 new winter coats for 
the Baldwin Center store where clients 
“shop” for their family members before 
Christmas. Members of our congregation 
who volunteer at the store report that the 
coats are some of the first things chosen. 

Please shop the post-holiday sales and purchase coats for next year’s 
store. All sizes, infant through adult, are needed. Cash donations are 
also accepted. Please write “Coats for Baldwin” on the memo line of 
your check. Drop off donations in the Narthex February 4 - March 11. 
Last year we collected 214 coats. Can we top that this year? 
Contact Roxanne Cleveland at 248-371-0382 with questions. 
Thank you for helping us make a difference in our local community.  

Save the Date!

St. Paul’s Community Garden 
Plans to Double the Space for Summer 2018
The St. Paul’s Community garden mission is to grow healthy 
vegetables and donate 100% to the Rochester Area Neighborhood 
House which is a local food pantry that provides food for families 
that can’t afford to feed themselves or their children. Please save 
these dates in your calendar to join us and learn more about the 
Community Garden and how to get involved. 
No previous gardening experience is needed! 

 

For more information or to get added to our garden email contact 
list, please contact Rob Patten at robpattenjr@comcast.net.

Volunteers Needed!
Baldwin Center Soup Kitchen
The Baldwin Center in Pontiac provides 
invaluable services to hurting people, 
in part because the people of St. Paul’s 
care. The Baldwin Soup Kitchen is in 
need of volunteers! Join with others 
from St. Paul’s and help at the many 
opportunities available:
 

Second Monday of the month
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Preparing lunch 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Serving lunch  

Wednesday and Friday weekly
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Preparing lunch 
 

Fourth Thursday, September - June
5 - 7:30 p.m. Serving prepared plated 
dinners to after school children.

To volunteer, please contact Susan 
Heacock at 248-853-5696.

Thursday, March 8 
7 p.m. in Room 131 
Informational meeting to learn 
about the garden and also how 
to grow seeds indoors.  

Thursday, April 26
7 p.m. in Room 131
Planning meeting to lay out the 
plots and plan which vegetables 
we will plant.  

Can You Help?

Volunteers Needed!
If you would be able to provide a 
“Ride to Church” on a Sunday morning 
for a member who cannot drive, 
please contact Pam Maranzano at 
pamruss118@wowway.com. 
Thank You!
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                                        Youth & Children    

Join Us at Ignite!
Sundays, February 4, 11, 18 & 25
10 a.m. in Room 122-123
Ignite students prepare on 
February 4, 11 and 18 to sing at the 
9 a.m. service on February 25.

Middle School Youth Group
All 6th - 8th grade students and their friends
Sundays, 6 - 7 p.m. in Hickey Hall
Follows Shine, Confirmation and Journey. 
Feb 4  No Youth Group - Super Bowl
Feb 11  Ash Wednesday Prep/Practice
Feb 14  Ash Wednesday Service
Feb 18  No Youth Group - Winter Break
Feb 25  Cozy Cool 
Come hang out with us. Youth Group is a great way to start your week!

High School Youth Group
All 9th - 12th grade students and their friends
Sundays, 5 - 7 p.m. in the Lounge
Small groups, dinner ($3), youth group fun! 
Feb 4  No Youth Group - Super Bowl
Feb 11  Ash Wednesday Prep/Practice
Feb 14  Ash Wednesday Service
Feb 18  No Youth Group - Winter Break
Feb 25  Amp Up and Veg Out
No matter what the activity, laughter is guaranteed! 

#HoustonStrong Fundraiser
Feb 3 Super Bowl sub making 10:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Kitchen
Feb 4 Super Bowl sub distribution 9:30 a.m. Hickey Hallway

6th Annual Father Child 
Bowling Event 
Sunday, February 11
1 - 3 p.m. at Avon North Hill Lanes
150 W. Tienken Road, Rochester
This is a wonderful afternoon for 
children with their dads, grandpas and 
uncles. It’s fun, great exercise and we 
promise, it will be warm! 
Cost is $11 per person (cash or check) 
and incluldes 2 games, shoes, pizza and 
drinks. Questions? Call Andrew Kralik 
at 248-941-5586. 

St. Paul’s Preschool 
Registration for Fall 2018 
Young 3’s class:  T & Th from 9 a.m. to noon
3’s class:   M, W, F from 9 a.m. to noon
4’s class:   M - F from 9 a.m. to noon

Open Registration begins February 1, 2018. 
Applications available online or in church office. 

St. Paul’s provides high-quality learning with emphasis on the 
individuality of each child. Our certified teaching staff will engage your 
child in hands-on experiences and exploration activities that nurture 
their basic developmental needs: physical, language, cognitive, social, 
and emotional. 

Email us today at preschool@stpaulsrochester.org to save a spot for 
your child. See our website at stpaulsrochester.org/preschool/. 

Super Bowl Subs 
Sales:  January 21 & 28
           8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
           Narthex & Hickey Hall 
Distribution:  February 4
                       10 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
                       Outside of Hickey Hall
For just $7 you get a turkey or ham sub 
sandwich, chips and a freshly baked 
cookie. Proceeds support the High 
School Youth Worktrip to Houston, TX 
on July 8 - 15.

Thank you for your support!
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  February

 SUNDAY WORSHIP   
 Contemporary Service - 9 a.m. · Traditional Service - 11 a.m.
    4     Holy Communion
             Mark 1:29-39                    RESOLVE to Grow                         Rev. Eardley
    11    Transfiguration - Scout Sunday
             Mark 9:2-9                       RESOLVE to Serve                                        Rev. Eardley
  18    First Sunday in Lent
             Luke 23:34                    Father, forgive them...                                 Rev. May
 25     Second Sunday in Lent 
             Luke 23:43    Today, you will be with me in paradise           Rev. Eardley

 The Open Door Service  ·  Modern - 11 a.m. in Hickey Hall
    4     1 Kings 16:29-33             Our Stories Elijah                                         Rev. Reynolds
    11     Jonah 1:1-4                     Our Stories Jonah                       Rev. Reynolds  

  18     Luke 23:34                    Father, forgive them...                                 Rev. Reynolds 

 25     Luke 23:43    Today, you will be with me in paradise           Rev. Reynolds

Holy Communion
February 4 at 9 & 11 a.m. 
Worship Services
The sacrament of Holy Communion 
celebrates the presence of Christ and 
helps us find strength for Christian 
living. In the United Methodist 
Church, communion is open to all 
who intend to lead a Christian life.  

St. Paul’s Scholarship 
Scholarships are available to eligible members 
of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church who 
have demonstrated service to the church or 
community. Scholarships may be used for tuition 
or room and board at an accredited college or 
university, vocational program, apprenticeship 
or training program. Application deadline is April 15, 2018.
Applications and information available at stpaulsrochester.org.
(Follow ‘Scholarship’ quick link at bottom of homepage) 

Looking Ahead...
 March  
3rd UMM Breakfast 
7th UMW Lenten Breakfast
9th Lenten Concert at noon 
16th Lenten Concert at noon
20th YAHAs 
 Beer & Hymns
23th Lenten Concert at noon
25th Palm Sunday
29th Holy Thursday Worship 7 p.m.
30th Good Friday Worship 12:30 p.m.
 Community Tenebrae Service
31st Easter Egg Hunt 10 a.m.
 Open Door Worship 11 a.m.

Noisy Offering
Sunday, February 11
We will be collecting 
a “noisy” offering 
supporting Habitat for Humanity. 
Please bring your coins!

Blood Pressure Clinic
Sunday, February 11
9:45 - 11 a.m. & 
noon - 12:30 p.m. 
in the Narthex
Have your blood 
pressure checked and pick up 
valuable information about Cardiac 
Care and Stroke.

Upcoming Baptism Dates
Sunday, March 18 and May 13
The sacrament of Holy Baptism is 
an important event in the life of a 
child and the Church and is open 
to children and adults. For more 
information, contact the office at 
248-651-9361. 

Coming in 2018

New Church Pictorial Directory 
by Life Touch Photography
Save the following dates for a formal or casual family 
photo.  Watch for your chance to book your photo! 
• Tuesday, April 17 - Saturday, April, 21
• Tuesday, April 24 - Saturday, April, 28 
• Tuesday, May 15 - Saturday, May 19 
• Family photos with pets will be taken on April 28

Walk to Emmaus Save the Date!
The Walk to Emmaus is a three-day experience that 
takes a New Testament look at Christianity as a 
lifestyle. It is designed to strengthen and renew the 
faith of Christian people and through them, their 
families, congregations, and the world. 

St. Paul’s will Host Spring 2018 Emmaus Walks 
Men’s Walk - March 15 - 18  Women’s Walk - April 12 - 15

For more information contact Karen Fisher at kareneuf63@icloud.com or 
Peter Marsh at peter.marsh@lpl.com.


