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Pastor’s Messsage 

Every Member Commitment Campaign

Our Turn
Greetings in Jesus Christ!  
It’s been an exciting early fall. Because of your gifts 
of time, talent, and treasure (Thank you!), we are 
passionately worshiping, growing, and serving our 
Lord here and throughout our community!  

On Sunday, October 7, we begin the 2019 Every 
Member Commitment (EMC) stewardship campaign, 
Our Turn. Each Sunday church members will share 
an inspiring, heartfelt witness of faith on how 

our church inspires their call to give as generous disciples of Jesus Christ. 
In particular, I have found the practice of tithing to be significant in our 
family’s life. There is something powerful and encouraging about dedicating 
the first 10% of our income to the Lord Jesus Christ through St. Paul’s UMC. 
If you’ve never considered tithing (or growing your giving toward the tithe), 
please talk to me about it. I’d love to share my experience with you. It may 
be your turn to join with me and others here in tithing. See you in worship 
throughout this special month!

    Gratefully yours in Christ,

    Rev. David Eardley

EMC Campaign 2019
October is the season for Every 
Member Commitment (EMC), where 
each church member is asked to 
consider making an estimate of 
giving for 2019. This allows the St. 
Paul’s Finance Committee to make 
effective plans for our ministries 
and operations for next year.

Look for a special EMC Evangel and 
Estimate of Giving card in your 
mailbox in mid-October.

Every Member Commitment 

Celebration Coffee 
Sunday, October 28
10 a.m. in Narthex and Hickey Hall
Gather in the Narthex or Hickey Hall 
for an expanded coffee hour and 
be the first to hear the preliminary 
results of the 2019 EMC campaign.

Sunday, October 28
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In Our Church  

Use Your Words
Friday, October 26
7 p.m. in Hickey Hall
Use Your Words is a new, faith 
inspired storytelling event similar 
to “Listen to Your Mother” or “Live 
at the Moth”.  Individuals from our 
congregation and community will 
be sharing real life testimonies 
(8-10 minutes in duration, live, 
without notes or props).  There 
is no cost for admission or 
participation.  

Storytellers Needed! Do you have 
a story to share about your FAMILY 
on October 26? Would you like to 
help us host this live event?  Please 
contact Pastor Erin Fitzgerald at 
EFitzgerald@stpaulsrochester.org.

Marriage Renewal 
Worship Service
Sunday, October 21
Couples celebrating their 5th, 10th 
wedding anniversary, etc. (in 5 
year increments), or any wedding 
anniversary over 50 years, are 
invited to participate at the 9 or 
11 a.m. worship service. Please 
call the church office at 248-651-
9361 to sign up for this meaningful 
renewal service. The deadline to 
notify the church for participants’ 
names to be printed in the worship 
program is Monday, October 8.  

On Finances:
The church slipped into a small deficit of 
spending over income at the end of July and 
experienced a significant deficit in August.  
This is typical in August because giving is 
low but expenses remain constant with personnel expense making up the 
majority of expenses. We also had higher maintenance expense this year.

The deficit at the end of August was approximately $80,000. The church 
used some funds from the cash reserve to pay bills. Giving should resume the 
normal level in September. Now is a great time to catch up on your giving.

The second year of Project IMPACT, was launched in May. A mailing has 
been sent to members whom have not yet pledged to the effort. A pledge of 
$500 to $1000 over this year and next would significantly help us achieve 
our goal of $880,000 over three years. By the time this is published, the 
front parking lot will have been resurfaced. The Trustees are hard at work 
planning an upgrade to sanctuary lighting. Perhaps you would like to 
dedicate a gift to that project.

Consider joining the effort. A donation of any amount to Project IMPACT 
will help bring our church campus to a safe and up-to-date condition.
     Ron DiLiddo
     Chair Finance Committee

Holding Space 
Worship Service
Sunday, October 14
6 p.m. in Rickard Chapel
Holding Space is a worship 
service of prayer, healing, and 
remembrance designed for families 
who have lost a child (in utero, 
miscarriage, still birth, or NICU).  
The service will be co-sponsored 
by HUGS and Stephen’s Ministers, 
and coincides with the national 
awareness week for Pregnancy and 
Infant Loss. For more information, 
contact Pastor Erin Fitzgerald.

Harmony in the Hills Concert
Grand Celebration 
for Organ
Sunday, October 21
4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
We celebrate the 30th birthday of 
our organ with a special concert 
featuring James Kibbie on the 
organ and a new composition, The 
Apostle, arranged by Catherine 
McMichael. 
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Classes & Groups
United Methodist Men
Saturday, October 6
8 a.m. in Hickey Hall
All men are welcome! 
Start your Saturday with 
a great breakfast and 
some brotherhood, and invite a guest! 
Contact Dave deSteiger at 248-376-0416. 
Join us! 

The Importance of Grace
Wednesdays, September 26 – November 14
9:30 - 11 a.m. in Room 128-129
Linda Regan leads this video series based on Galatians 
by teacher, Andrew Farley.  No book, no prep—just come, 
watch and discuss. Contact Linda Regan at 586-803-0124.

Love and Logic
Tuesdays, October 16 - November 20
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in Room 131
Do you want to be able to parent your children with 
strategies that help to make them more responsible 

for their actions?  These strategies have logical consequences with 
no yelling. Books ($15) will be available at the first class. Dinner and 
childcare provided. To register, contact Camille Doer at 248-373-0220.
 *Childcare is available by reservation.

All Church Study - Get Connected!

Everybody Always 
Discussion Groups Meeting beginning week of October 7:
Tuesdays          Tuesdays (2 groups)         Sundays
1 p.m. in          7 p.m. in           10 a.m. in
Parlor       Parlor/Rickard Chapel       Room 132 & 128/129

Become part of a small group and participate with the 5-week study 
on Everybody Always beginning October 7. Bob Goff takes readers 
on a journey into the secret of living without fear, constraint, or 
worry and shows us how to love people “right where you are through 
serving and helping the neighbors God has placed into your world.” 
Small groups are forming on Tuesday afternoons and evenings and 
Sunday mornings to follow the sermon series. Sign ups are available 
at the Welcome Center in the Narthex and at the Open Door service. 
Books are $15.

Emmaus Fall Walks 
Men’s Walk            Women’s Walk
October 4 - 7         October 18 - 21
Bethany UMC in Clio, MI

St. Paul’s Emmaus 
Community invites you 
to take the Fall Emmaus 
Walks. If you are ready 
to deepen your faith in 

Christ and willing to commit to a 72 
hour retreat, a new lifetime journey 
with Christ awaits you! Limited 
openings are still available. Pilgrims 
who’ve experienced this new awareness 
in discipleship found their Walks to be 
engaging with opportunities for prayer, 
small group discussions and purposeful 
presentations. For more information, 
visit emsem.org or contact Karen Fisher 
at 248-709-7429 or karenfisher63@
icloud.com or Peter Marsh at 586-713-
6392 or peter.marsh@lpl.com. 

New Member Class If you are interested in joining our church or learning more 
about our ministries, please attend our new Getting to Know sessions.

Getting to Know the Pastors
Sunday, October 7; 12 - 1 p.m. in Hickey Hall
If you have attended one service or you are a returning guest, we 
invite you to join us for a quick and informal lunch where you’ll have an opportunity to meet 
our pastors. We want to get to know you! Reservations are not necessary. We’ll bring the 
pizza and the pastors. We really hope you’ll join us!

Getting to Know You     Getting to Know St. Paul’s     Getting to Know St. Paul’s Family 
Sunday, October 14               Sunday, October 21                          Sunday, October 28; 9 & 11 a.m. services
10 - 11 a.m. in the Parlor        10 - 11 a.m. in the Parlor                    We welcome those who choose to become  
                                members at the service of their choice. 
You are welcome to attend any or all of these sessions. Call the church office at 248-651-9361 if you have any 
questions or plan to attend.

 * Childcare is available by reservation.  
To reserve childcare, call the church office at 248-651-9361 ext. 114 by 3 p.m. at least two business days prior to the first class. 
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Groups 

SPARK Book Group
Thursday, October 18 
12:30 p.m. in the Parlor
Join us as we discuss The Last Days 
of Night by Graham Moore. We 
welcome new members! If you have 
questions, call Karen Clemons at 
248-656-5183.

Young At Heart Adults
Tuesday, October 16
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. in Hickey Hall
Fifty and beyond? Come for laughter, 
friendship, a special program and 
dessert! Bring your lunch and 
program ideas for the year ahead. 
Beverage and dessert are provided.  
RSVP by October 12 by calling the 
church office at 248-651-9361.

HUGS. Humor, Understanding, Growth and Support For mothers and grandmothers of all ages
         Wednesdays at 9:30 - 11 a.m. in Room 132

October 3  Swap & Drop Start prepping for rummage sale! Swap outgrown kids’ gear or games, 
books/dvds for new-to-you items. Left-overs can be donated to the rummage sale.    
Wednesday LUNCH BUNCH 11:30-12:30  Once a month, we contribute one ingredient to include 
in a salad and extend our fellowship through lunch. For the toddler/preschool set, feel free to bring 
your little guys in with us as we linger over conversation and lunch.

October 10  Rummage Sale!  Help sort and organize and do a little pre-shopping! Regular child-
care is available 9 a.m. to noon. Questions? Contact Kathy Lutey at drlutey2@wowway.com. 

October 17  Sometimes the Best Advice Is Just Remember to Breathe  We will investigate just what it means to 
support and help someone in challenging or heart-wrenching circumstances. 

October 24  Breathing Room by Sandra Stanley  Do you feel like you don’t enjoy anything because you’re trying to 
do everything? God offers a way to trade your overwhelming pace for one that will finally bring you peace. 

October 31  Tricks & Treats  The kids are having Halloween fun - let’s have a party of our own with coffee and treats.

HUGS observes the Rochester Community Schools calendar. When schools are closed, HUGS will not meet.                     
*Childcare is available by reservation.

United Methodist Women
“Serve one another in love…” Galatians 5:13 

October Circle Meetings
• All Circles - Help with Rummage Sale 
• New Hope Circle - Thursday, October 4 at    

7 p.m. at Linda Regan’s home for our book 
discussion. 

Executive Board Meeting: Thursday, October 25 at 9 a.m. in the Parlor.

We Need Your Things -Drop off: 
October 9; 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. & 7- 9 p.m. 
October 10; 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Hickey Hall drop off – adult 
clothing/shoes, jewelry, all 
household items, furniture 
Lower level drop off – children’s 
clothing, toys, baby items, books/
media, holiday decorations, crafts

We Need Your Time
Please give a few hours Tuesday, 
October 9 through Saturday, 
October 13. Contact Kathy Lutey 
at drlutey2@wowway.com or   
248-375-0958 with questions.

*Childcare available by reservation 
on Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.

2018 Fall Rummage Sale
Friday,   Saturday,
October 12  October 13
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  9 a.m. - noon
Join in this GIANT Mission Project!

Please label size of bedding and tablecloths.
We do not accept: computers or components, printers, televisions, large appliances, 
batteries, tires, waterbeds, built-in-type appliances, air conditioners, building supplies, 
storm windows, non-working electrical appliances, old textbooks, or magazines. We 
cannot accept cribs due to government regulations. 
Wire hangers (without cardboard tube) and clip hangers needed!
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Missions

Red Bird Work Trip Meeting 
Thursday, September 27
7 p.m. in Room 131
Each October, St. Paul’s sends a group 
to Red Bird Mission to participate in a 
week long work project that benefits 
local residents. Come learn more about 
this mission opportunity. 
Please consider joining our team! 
This year’s trip is October 14-20. 
Please contact Chuck Lingenfelter 
at crlingenfelter@comcast.net or 
Rev. Erin Fitzgerald at EFitzgerald@
stpaulsrochester.org for information.

Chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor 
housing, rugged mountainous terrain 
challenge the residents located in 
Eastern Kentucky. Since 1921, Red Bird 
Mission has met many of the needs 
through their ministry in education, 
health and wellness, community 
outreach, economic opportunity, and 
community housing improvement.

To Benefit Mobile Libraries in Uganda

Handmade Treasures Sale 
Saturday, October 27; 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday, October 28; 9 a.m. - noon 
Narthex
Purchase handmade 
items made by St. 
Paul’s members 
and support Mobile 
Libraries in Uganda. 
Select from wall 
hangings, table 
toppers, quilts,  
embroidered items, knit items, 
decoupage tiles, soap and paper crafts.
Note: This sale takes the place of the 
Quilt Auction this year.
Contact Donna Heflin at 248-505-6413 
with questions. 

Sunday Adult Studies 10 a.m. Sundays 
Family Life  Active Couples and Singles, 50 & older; 
Rickard Chapel  A welcoming place to learn and share as we enjoy 
discussions and presentations on a variety of Christian issues and topics. 

October 7  My Experiences - Ike Sheppard
October 14   Meet Pastor Erin Fitzgerald
October 21   Miracle of Christianity - Ernie Schaefer
October 28   No class - EMC Sunday

Faith & Friends  Spiritual Growth Study; Room 132                            
We will be doing the all-church study Everybody Always throughout 
October. Please join us for discussion whenever it fits your schedule.  
We always learn better from one another than by ourselves. Join us!

Open Hearts Parents of school-aged children; Room 128/129 
Join with other parents for an engaging study of Everybody Always. 
We look forward to growing in our faith and becoming love in a 
world full of setbacks and difficult people. All are welcome for this 
great study and fun, food and friendship.

Hands 4 Detroit
Saturday, October 6 
8 a.m. meet at St. Paul’s for bagels 
then caravan to Detroit
This year St. Paul’s Hands 4 Detroit 
team will work on several projects: 

New Beginnings UMC (Redford) needs 
15 volunteers for a several smaller 
outdoor projects.  
•  weeding a labyrinth
•  painting exterior trim
•  cleaning and repairing gutters

Arts and Scraps needs 10 volunteers to assemble kits and sort 
supplies. This is an indoor project where folks can sit down if needed.   

Cass Community Social Services needs 10 volunteers for an outdoor 
project to clean up the neighborhood surrounding the Tiny Homes, 
one of which we sponsored.

Please contact Rev. Fitzgerald at EFitzgerald@stpaulsrochester.org if 
you’d like to help. 

Food Donations are also Needed  Join with Gleaners to drive 
out hunger in the Motor City. Go to Hands4Detroit.org to see the 
suggested donation list of food and toiletry items needed by the 
pantries. Specific sizes are needed so that clients will be able to 
carry bags as they walk or take the bus home. Monetary donations 
are also welcome.

New this year! If you have musical talent, join in a day of song and 
prayer at Metropolitan UMC. Everyone is invited to spend at least 
part of the day with us. Please register online at Hands4Detroit.org.
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                                        Youth & Children    
Middle School Youth Group
All 6th - 8th graders and their friends
Sundays, 6 - 7 p.m. in Rooms 122-123
Follows Confirmation and Journey. 
October 7 Pray for Me Meet & Greet
October 14 Surprise!
October 21 Fall Frenzy   
October 28 Halloween Party
Come hang out with us. Youth Group is a great way to start your week!

High School Youth Group
All 9th - 12th graders and their friends 
Sundays, 5 - 7 p.m. in the Lounge
Small groups, dinner ($3), youth group fun! 
October 7 Pray for Me Meet & Greet
October 14 YouLead
October 21 Fall Frenzy
October 28 Halloween Party

No matter what the activity, laughter is guaranteed! 

High School Worktrip Information Meeting 
Sunday, September 30 
5 p.m. in Hickey Hall
Our summer worktrip is a life 
changing experience for both 
youth and adult volunteers. 
This trip gives our teenagers 
an opportunity to invest 
in something bigger than 
themselves, explore a new area, 
and bond with other youth. 
Come to the informational meeting to learn about our trip planned for 
summer 2019. We will discuss fundraisers, expenses and other details 
about this week of service.

Calling all 6th - 12th graders 
AND adults 20-60+ years 

Pray for Me Campaign
Meet & Greet 
Sunday, October 7
6 p.m. in Hickey Hall
Want to make a difference in 

someone’s life? Being a Prayer Champion means saying “YES” to a 
student’s invitation to pray for them for this school year using the 
Prayer Guide. This commitment can be done from the comfort of your 
home. If you would like your student to have a prayer champion or if 
you would like to be a prayer champion, please sign up in the Narthex or 
email Jodi Stuermer at Jodi@stpaulsrochester.org. 

Third Grade Bible Sunday
Sunday, October 14
9 & 11 a.m. services
All third graders will receive a Bible 
from the pastor. Let us know your 
child’s full name and which service 
you will be attending by emailing 
Debbie@stpaulsrochester.org.

Don’t be afraid to buy LOTS of 
candy for Halloween!

Halloween Candy 
Leftovers
If you don’t give out all of your candy  
to visiting princesses and pirates - or 
eat it before Halloween even gets here 
- donate it to us! 

After Halloween, St. Paul’s will collect 
candy to send care packages to our 
college students. Our college students 
love to be reminded that their church 
family is thinking of them. 

Please drop off your leftover candy in 
Jodi Stuermer’s office (Room 206) or 
with Karen in church office. Thanks for 
making our college students feel loved 
as they study hard and finish strong!
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 Sermon Series  October 

 SUNDAY WORSHIP  Worship with us! 
  Contemporary - 9 a.m. · Traditional - 11 a.m.
   7      World Communion Sunday
                Luke 10:25-37                 Love People Where You Are                  Rev. Eardley
   14     Matthew 16:13-20          Catch People on the Bounce                Rev. Eardley
  21       Marriage Renewal
                     Matthew 6:1-4                      Don’t Play it Safe                                  Rev. Eardley
 28     EMC Commitment Sunday
               John 17:20-23               Look What’s in your Bucket                       Rev. Eardley
 The Open Door Service  ·  Modern - 11 a.m. in Hickey Hall
   7      Luke 10:25-37                 Love People Where You Are                  Rev. Fitzgerald 

   14     Matthew 16:13-20          Catch People on the Bounce                Rev. Fitzgerald
  21       Matthew 6:1-4                      Don’t Play it Safe                                  Rev. Fitzgerald
 28     John 17:20-23               Look What’s in your Bucket                       Rev. Fitzgerald

St. Paul’s Preschool 
Registration for Fall 2018 
3’s class:    M, W, F from 9 a.m. to noon
4’s class:    M - F from 9 a.m. to noon

Register NOW - Space is limited! 
St. Paul’s Preschool provides high-quality learning with emphasis on the 
individuality of each child. Our certified teaching staff will engage your 
child in hands-on experiences and exploration activities that nurture 
their basic developmental needs: physical, language, cognitive, social, 
and emotional. Schedule a tour! Email: preschool@stpaulsrochester.org. 
Learn more at our website: stpaulsrochester.org/preschool. 

Looking Ahead...November  
3rd    UMM Breakfast 
15th   SPARK Book Group 
18th That Takes the Cake Sale
     Harmony in the Hills Concert
20th YAHAs 
22nd Happy Thanksgiving
 Church closed
23rd Church closed
25th Baptism
 Church Conference

Noisy Offering
Sunday, October 14
We will be collecting a “noisy” offering with proceeds supporting 
Mobile Libraries in Uganda. Please bring your coins!

Blood Pressure Clinic
Sunday, October 14
9:45 - 11 a.m. & noon - 12:30 p.m. in the Narthex
Have your blood pressure checked and get valuable 
health information on Colds and Flu.

Holy Communion World Communion Sunday
October 7 at 9 & 11 a.m.  
Sanctuary and Hickey Hall
The sacrament of Holy Communion celebrates the 
presence of Christ and helps us find strength for 

Christian living. In the United Methodist Church, communion is open to all 
who intend to lead a Christian life.  

Upcoming Baptism Dates
November 25
The sacrament 
of Holy Baptism 
is an important 
event in the 
life of a child and the Church. The 
sacrament of baptism is open to 
children and adults. For information, 
contact the office at 248-651-9361.

Save your Stuff!
  Drop off - October 9 & 10
  Fall Sale - October 12 & 13
See page 5 for more information. 
Volunteers always needed!

Did you know?

St. Paul’s App
For your mobile device 
Use the St. Paul’s app to:
•  Pay for books
•  Preschool payments
•  Donate to missions
•  Pay your pledge
•  Donate to St. Paul’s

 It’s easy to use and free! 
Search “St. Paul’s United Methodist” 
in the App Store. Get it today!


