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Pastor’s Message
2020 Stewardship Campaign

Taking the Next Step
Welcome to the March 2020 Evangel! If this
is your first time to receive an Evangel, then
let thank me you for doing so and reading the
valuable information inside. Each Evangel is
a snapshot of how we live out the Greatest
Commandment: Loving God fully and Loving our Neighbors
as Ourselves. This month is our annual stewardship campaign,
Taking the Next Step. Throughout March there will be
opportunities in worship, daily devotions, and small groups to
prayerfully reflect on our giving as signs of God’s generosity.
On Sunday, March 22, we’ll be completing our Estimate of
Giving cards during worship as an act of faith in the God who
provides all things. I invite you to join me on this stewardship
journey and praying this prayer, “God, where do you want me
to be in my giving?”
				Yours in Christ,

				Rev.

David Eardley

Celebration Sunday March 22
We encourage you to:
• Pray for God to lead you on new steps in your
faith journey.
• Deepen your sense of generosity and
gratitude.
• Discover the joy of giving.
• Complete your 2020 Estimate of Giving Card
during worship.
• If you are unable to attend, we will mail you
an Estimate of Giving Card the following week.
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Small Group Study

Try something new in 2020
and join one of our The
Generosity Challenge small
groups. The focus of this
4-week study will be on 28
days of gratitude, prayer,
and faith. Study books are
available for $10. Sign up
on Sunday mornings as a
participant or small group
leader for groups meeting on
Sunday mornings, Tuesday
afternoon and evening, and
Thursday evening. We’d love
to have you join us in a small
group! Please contact Rev.
David Eardley at DEardley@
stpaulsrochester.org for more
information.

Why We Give

We believe that God is the
giver of all good things.
As we strive to grow in
faith, serve God and love
all people, we are blessed
to give. We give a portion
of all that God first gave us
intentionally, generously, and
joyfully. By doing this, we
help transform lives and build
God’s Kingdom here on earth.
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In Our Church
On Finances:

Recently I was asked if we
are making Ministry Share
contributions to the Michigan
Conference of the United
Methodist Church. There are some
members who believe we were not making contributions in 2019.

The Prayer Connection

Sundays, March 1 - April 5
Following Services in Narthex and
outside Hickey Hall
Are there times following Sunday
services that you’re looking for a deeper
prayer connection? Beginning March 1
and continuing through Lent, the Prayer
Connection team will welcome you for a
brief confidential prayer upon request.
After services, two trained lay persons
of Stephen Ministry and/or Emmaus
Disciples will meet you in the Narthex by
the Tree of Life windows, and outside of
Hickey Hall in the corner by the stained
glass window of communion with Our
Savior. For more information, contact
the church office at 248-651-9361 or ask
a pastor.

In 2019, we contributed $140,832 to the Michigan Conference
in Apportionment contributions (Ministry Share). We have fully
contributed as requested (100%) to the Conference Pension fund;
the Christian Education and Youth Funds, the UM Union of Greater
Detroit, and the Detroit Renaissance District.
We contributed $99,600 or approximately 60% of the amount
requested for the General Budget. The Finance Committee voted
and approved the lower contribution based on the expected
revenue for the year. The decision was made to tithe or give 10%
of expected revenue to the five funds. Our revenue for the 2019
was $1,357,000 so we contributed at the tithing level.
The decision of the Finance Committee was communicated to the
Superintendent in January 2019 at the beginning of the year.
If you have any questions about this subject please contact me at
248-371-0475 or speak to Rev Eardley.
				
Ron DiLiddo
					Chair Finance Committee

		

Guardians of Harmony
Lenten Concert Series

Fridays at Noon in the Sanctuary
No admission charge for the concerts.
March 27			

Nicholas Schmelter,
Organ			

April 3

Scott Hyslop,
Organ

Sunday March 8; 4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Hangin’ around the Barbershop. Admission $12.

University of Michigan
Organ Department Concert

Sunday, March 22
4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Join us for a concert featuring students
from the University of Michigan Organ Department. A
free will offering will be collected to support the upcoming
European student organ study tour.
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Classes & Groups
Seeker’s Study

Mondays, March 2 - April 6
1 - 2:30 p.m. in Room 132
Join us during the six weeks of Lent as we ponder the
themes of grace, justice, poverty, revolution, love and
hope. Each of these themes is represented by a character
in Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables. The author of The Grace of Les
Misérables, Matt Rawle, draws parallels between the iconic story and
our Christian calling, inspiring us to both understand our faith and live
it out in the world. If you would like a book, please contact Rev. May at
JMay@stpaulsrochester.org. Everyone is welcome!

Men’s Leap Year Breakfast!

United Methodist
Men’s Breakfast

Saturday, February 29
8 a.m. in Hickey Hall
Start off this extra day of the year
with a great breakfast and some
brotherhood! Feel free to bring a
guest, no RSVP necessary. For more
information contact Dave deSteiger at
248-376-0416. All men are welcome!

Bare Book Bible Study (B3S)

Thursdays; 1 - 2:30 p.m. in Room 131
Join Rev. Grimmett to explore and encounter the
stories and adventures in scriptures, not as theological
mysteries, but as great literary adventures of spiritual
encounters. Better understand Old Testament stories
with open discussion about scriptures, stories and
situations that seem troubling, confusing, or problematic to us.
Everyone is welcome. Register at the Welcome Center in the Narthex or
call the office at 248- 651-9361.

Come together with other women
to make a friend…
be a friend… laugh…
dig into God’s Word together
and discover new ways to
Live In Faith Everyday.

First Corinthians: Living Love When We Disagree

Mondays, February 24 - March 30
7 - 9 p.m. in Room 128/129
How can we work out our differences and disagreements
with humility and grace, always showing the love of
Christ, while still remaining true to what we believe?
Come for the study, stay for the fellowship! Books $13.
Email Cynthia Andrews at csa4646@gmail.com to register.

J.O.Y. Just Older Youth (50 and above)
Tuesday, March 17
12 - 2 p.m. in Hickey Hall
Everyone age 50 and over is invited
enjoy a brown bag lunch, fellowship
and St. Patrick’s Day shenanigans!
Coffee and dessert will be provided,
and there may be some green tea.
“Wearin’ o’ the Green” is optional, as
well as Irish heritage, but we can all be
Irish for one day! RSVP before March
14 by calling 248-651-9361.

Fight Back with Joy

Friday, March 13 - April 24
9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Parlor

Come early for coffee and refreshments!
Leaders: Nancy Fidler & Brenda Younker

In this six-week study highly recommended by the
Monday night Women’s LIFE group, learn how to celebrate
more, regret less, and stare down your greatest fears! This lively study
by Margaret Feinberg includes video and daily reading, helping us to Live
In Faith Everyday. *Childcare available by reservation.
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SPARK Book Group

Thursday, March 19
1:30 p.m. in the Parlor
Join us as we discuss A Woman of No
Importance by Sonia Purnell. Contact
Karen Clemons at 248-656-5183.
We welcome new members!
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Groups
Lenten
Breakfast

Wednesday,
March 4
10 - 11:30 a.m.
Rickard Chapel
Join St. Paul’s
United Methodist Women for the 56th
Annual Lenten Breakfast. There will
be food for mind, body and spirit, as
we enjoy a continental breakfast, a
program by Rev. Judy May and time
of prayer and reflection with music
provided by Betty Curtis. Come and
find peace in the midst of a chaotic
world. Please RSVP to 248-651-9361.
*Childcare is available by reservation.

United Methodist Women

“Serve one another in love…” Galatians 5:13
March Circle Meetings
• Patience Circle - Thursday, March 12
at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor. Program by
Mary Miller on Red Bird Mission.
• Faith Circle - Thursday, March 12 at 1 p.m. in the Parlor - Program
TBD.
• New Hope Circle - Thursday, March 12 at 7 p.m. in Hickey Hall
making blankets.
Executive Board Meeting: Thursday, April 23; 9 a.m. in the Parlor.

HUGS

Humor, Understanding,
Growth and Support

Mothers and grandmothers of all ages

Wednesdays; 9:30 - 11 a.m. Room 132
HUGS Monthly mission: Blessings in a

Sunday Adult Studies
10 a.m. Sundays

Family Life

Active Couples
and Singles, 50 & older; Rickard
Chapel A welcoming place to learn
and share as we enjoy discussions and
presentations on a variety of Christian
issues and topics.
March 1
Buoys - T. Davenport
March 8
Gratitude - J. Meyers
March 15
TBD - Grant Fry
March 22
Spirituality of Birds 		
Rick Kress
March 29
Religious Cartoons Roger Roller

Faith & Friends

Spiritual
Growth Study: Room 132 We
will participate in the stewardship
study of The Generosity Challenge
by Scott McKenzie and Kristine
Miller.

Open Hearts Parents with

children of all ages (infants to
empty-nesters) Room 131 We
will participate in the stewardship
study of The Generosity Challenge
by Scott McKenzie and Kristine
Miller. So, join us as we encourage
one another!

Backpack - food to last over the spring
break for 215 RCS students on the free
lunch program. We need: small jars
of peanut butter, boxed mac & cheese,
individually wrapped jerky sticks,
boxes of single serve flavored oatmeal.
A collection box will be placed in Room
132 for donations. Questions? Email suecamevans@yahoo.com.
March 4 UMW Lenten Prayer Breakfast The UMW has generously

invited us to join them for prayer and reflection. Regular childcare
will be available by reservation. Contact Brenda Younker at
byounker205546@comcast.net with questions.
March 11 Cooking & Conversation Steph Walker will teach us how to

make her famous macaroons! We’ll also map out our April 1 Blessings
in a Backpack mission project, which is a family friendly event.
Wednesday LUNCH BUNCH 11:30-12:30 Bring one salad ingredient

and extend our fellowship through lunch. Bring your little guys in with
us as we linger over conversation and lunch.
March 18 & 25 March Madness Whether you like to avoid it, play it,

watch it, basketball is the sport of the moment. Combine your love of
basketball and our goal of changing our world view to a Word view for
a bracket of 64 Biblical passages vying for the top spot in the HUGS
bracket and the promise of guiding our studies for next year!
See stpaulsrochester.org/calendar/ for more detailed information.
HUGS observes the Rochester Community Schools calendar. When schools
are closed, HUGS will not meet. *Childcare is available by reservation.
* Childcare available by reservation - To reserve childcare, email
kubik.rebecca@gmail.com or call the church office at 248-651-9361 ext. 114
by 3 p.m. at least 2 business days prior to the first class.

stpaulsrochester.org • mail: P.O. Box 80307 • Rochester, MI 48308
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Missions
St. Paul’s 2020 Mission Project

Liberia FAQ:
Did you know?!
We have an opportunity to
The literacy
impact positive change and
rate in Liberia
move the needle in the right
is at 43%.
direction: UP!
This year, we are raising $15,000 for educational
scholarships to boys and girls at Henri W. Denis School (Monrovia).
Would you consider donating $1 (or more) for every book on your
shelf at home or office in honor of Reading Month?
Your gift ensures a future that is filled with hope and promise.

Methodist Children’s Home Society
Annual Dinner
Thursday, March 5 at The Henry in Dearborn
Join us in celebrating the successful launch
of the Animal Assisted Therapy Program
and hear what’s next for MCHS.

There is a seat for you at the St. Paul’s UMC table.

Contact Larry Hice at larryhttp@aol.com to reserve your ticket.

Warm Coats for Baldwin

Drop off donations in the Narthex by March 8.

Cash donations are also accepted. Please write
“Coats for Baldwin” on the memo line of your check.

Habitat Restore
Volunteers Needed

Saturday, March 21
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Habitat Restore;
3653 Highland
Rd, Waterford
Township
We need six volunteers for work in the
Habitat Restore unloading donations,
sorting donations, moving stock to the
floor, assisting or helping shoppers with
questions, waiting on customers and
loading purchases where assistance
is needed. Anyone can volunteer and
Habitat Restore can accommodate
those with restrictions and assign an
appropriate task. Contact Mike Becker
at msbecker50@gmail.com.
Looking Ahead
St. Paul’s is scheduling a work day in
mid-June for 8-10 volunteers. Habitat
Oakland County has two new builds
this year so it is possible we would be
working on the early phases of one of
these homes. Look for more details as
they become available.

Baldwin Center Spotlight

In the past year The Baldwin Center has provided the following:
Adult and Family Services

•
•
•
•

8000 visits to Clothes Closet, serving needs of 2500 people
250 families shopped for holiday gifts, serving 1200 people
138 individuals had showers
269 individuals/families did laundry utilizing the washers and dryers

Food Service

• 23,000 pounds of food recovered for Harvest Table
• 36,000 meals served in the Soup Kitchen
• 4800 meals and snacks provided for youth programs
Youth Services

• 40 children attended 6 weeks of summer day camp
• 22 families enrolled in M-Th after school programming

The Baldwin Center Clothes Closet
200 Baldwin Avenue, Pontiac

• 52 weeks/year of planning, coordinating, communicating, and
facilitating to engage volunteers, staff, donors, and community in
the mission to feed, clothe, educate, and empower
• The Baldwin Center ALWAYS welcomes donations of regular
(not decaf) ground coffee. They serve a lot of coffee each week,
especially during cold weather.

Baldwin Center is accepting donations
of new and gently used seasonal
clothing and small practical household
items Monday - Friday; 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
For more information, see their website
at baldwincenter.org.

Management & General
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Children & Youth
Middle School Youth Group

All 6th - 8th grade students and their friends

Ignite in March

Sundays; 10 a.m. in Room 122-123
Join the fun Sunday mornings in March
for Jazzercise and juggling as we seek
to use all of the gifts God has given us
to use our minds, bodies and hearts.

Sundays, 6 - 7 p.m. in Hickey Hall
Follows Confirmation & Journey. Dinner $5.
Mar 1		
Road Rally
Mar 8		
Spring Fever PJ Party
Mar 15		
Colors of Lent
Mar 22
Music Mayhem
Mar 29
Night of 100 Blessings

Come hang out with us. Youth Group is a great way to start your week!

High School Youth Group

All 9th - 12th grade students and their friends

Impact Class

Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Lounge
Mar 1 Loving Neighbor service project
Mar 8 Chill ‘n Chat
Mar 15 No class due to Lock In - Chill ‘n Chat
Mar 22 Better Together and group topic
Mar 29 Chill ‘n Chat

Better Together

Third Sunday, March 22
10:30 a.m. - noon; Lounge/Sanctuary
Join us for a delicious light breakfast
and attend the 11 a.m. worship service
together. Friends are always welcome.

Scholarships
Available

Application Deadline is April 15

Applications and information
available at stpaulsrochester.org
(Follow ‘Scholarship’ quick link at
bottom of homepage).

Sundays, 5 - 7 p.m. in the Lounge
Small groups, dinner ($5) & youth group fun!
Mar 1		
Road Rally
Mar 8		
Spring Fever PJ Party
Mar 15		
No Youth Group
Mar 22		
YouLead
Mar 29		
Night of 100 Blessings

No matter what the activity, laughter is guaranteed!

High School Youth
Lock In/Rock-a-thon Fundraiser

Saturday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m. through
Sunday, March 15 at 12:30 p.m.
Challenge: Stay up all night with your friends enjoying
games, service projects, food and fun while raising money
for our Youth Work trip. No need to be attending work trip
to join us. All high schoolers are welcome!

Pre-Worktrip Orientation Meeting

Sunday, March 22; 5 p.m. in Hickey Hall
Due to the earthquakes in Puerto Rico, our trip
to Ponce has been cancelled. Our new location is
Copperhill, TN. We will be serving in the poorest
areas of Appalachia where we will work on home
repairs and various construction projects to help
those in need.

Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday, March 29
12 - 2 p.m. in Hickey Hall
Join us to hunt for eggs and then stay for P’s Mobile
Petting Zoo, All-City Dogs food truck and fun!
Plan to meet outside of Hickey Hall after 11 a.m.
worship. All are welcome!

stpaulsrochester.org • mail: P.O. Box 80307 • Rochester, MI 48308
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St. Paul’s Preschool
Registration for Fall 2020
Young 3’s class:
3’s class: 		
4’s class: 		

Holy Communion

T & Th from 9 a.m. to noon
M, W, F from 9 a.m. to noon
M - F from 9 a.m. to noon

Applications available online or in church office.
St. Paul’s provides high-quality learning with emphasis on the individuality
of each child. Our certified teaching staff will engage your child in
hands-on experiences and exploration activities that nurture their basic
developmental needs: physical, language, cognitive, social, and emotional.
Email us today at preschool@stpaulsrochester.org to save a spot for your
child. See our website at stpaulsrochester.org/preschool/.

March 1; 9 & 11 a.m.
Worship Services
The sacrament of Holy Communion
celebrates the presence of Christ and
helps us find strength for Christian
living. In the United Methodist
Church, communion is open to all
who intend to lead a Christian life.

Noisy Offering

Sunday, March 8
We will be collecting a
“noisy” offering with
proceeds supporting Habitat for
Humanity. Please bring your coins!

Blood Pressure Clinic

Sunday, March 8
9:45 - 11 a.m. &
noon - 12:30 p.m.
in the Narthex
Have your blood
pressure checked
and pick up information on diabetes.

Upcoming Baptism Date

SUNDAY WORSHIP Worship with us!
1 Holy Communion - Taking the Next Step
Matthew 4:1-11
Where do we Start?
8 John 3:1-17
The Heart of Generosity
15 Baptism
John 4:4-52
The Joy of Giving
22 Taking the Next Step Commitment Sunday
John 9:1-41
What are you Afraid of?
29 John 11:1-45
Stand Up!
1
8
15
22
29

Matthew 4:1-11
John 3:1-17
John 4:4-52
John 9:1-41
John 11:1-45

Sermon Series
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Where do we Start?
The Heart of Generosity
The Joy of Giving
What are you Afraid of?
Jesus and Lazarus

March

Sunday, March 15 & May 10
The sacrament of Holy
Baptism is an important
event in the life of a child
and the Church and is
open to children and adults. For
more information, contact the office
at 248-651-9361.

Looking Ahead... April
Rev. Eardley
Rev. Eardley
Rev. Eardley
Rev. Eardley
Rev. Fitzgerald
Rev. Fitzgerald
Rev. Fitzgerald
Rev. Fitzgerald
Rev. Fitzgerald
Rev. Eardley

3rd
4th
5th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
21st
23rd
24th

Lenten Concert at noon
UMM Breakfast
Support for Caregivers
Palm Sunday
That Takes the Cake Sale
Holy Thursday Worship 7 p.m.
Church Office Closed
Good Friday Worship 12:30 p.m.
Community Tenebrae Service
Open Door Easter Service
Easter Sunday
9 & 11 a.m. Traditional Worship
Church Office Closed
JOY - Just Older Youth
Health Ministry Seminar
SPARK Book Group
BeatlesFEST
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