
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
Small Groups Talk Sheet 

Reading the New Testament 90 Day Challenge 

 

“This place is a mess!” 
 
Reading Schedule 
• Week of August 2-8, 2020 – Romans 11 – 1 Corinthians 14 
 
Introduction 
• The first four chapters of Acts are sublime in the way the early church is portrayed as a 

unified group. That all changes starting in Acts 5! Disagreements erupt, Stephen’s martyred, 
and Saul persecutes the church. It’s ironic, then, that Saul (with a new name, Paul) becomes 
the church’s great missionary pastor. As the church grew to non-Jewish lands and cultures, 
Paul founded churches, and then fought to keep them from coming apart at the seams. The 
genuine letters of Paul in the New Testament were written in the 50s CE, about 20 years after 
Jesus’s death and resurrection. They are pastoral even more than they are theological. 

 

• The church in Corinth, Greece, was a hotbed of problems. It was cosmopolitan, constantly 
influenced by people traveling throughout the Mediterranean Sea area. Think of Corinth as a 
raucous sailor’s port. Moral standards were low.  
 

• There was a small house church in Corinth that adopted the Good News of Jesus of Nazareth, 
but it constantly faced divisions. Loyalties to different personalities and disorderly worship 
threatened this newborn church. Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, a pastoral letter, to the church 
while he was away. Even though we’re only getting one side of the conversation, it’s clear 
enough: that church was in trouble. 

 
 

Scripture Passage – 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, Good News Translation (GNT) 
10 By the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ I appeal to all of you, my friends, to agree in what you 
say, so that there will be no divisions among you. Be completely united, with only one thought and 
one purpose. 11 For some people from Chloe's family have told me quite plainly, my friends, that 
there are quarrels among you. 12 Let me put it this way: each one of you says something different. 
One says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Peter”; and another, “I 
follow Christ.” 13 Christ has been divided into groups! Was it Paul who died on the cross for you? 
Were you baptized as Paul's disciples? 

 

 
  



Discussion Questions 
 
1. Did your parent ever come into your childhood room, seeing stuff everywhere, 

heaped and disorganized? Many of us heard them say, “This place is a mess! Get it 
cleaned up!” That was 10% tidiness and 90% exasperation speaking! How did your 
parent handle it? How did you react? Did it change anything long-term? 

 

2. Wherever people gather, there’s the possibility of disagreements. That may even be 
likely, even in the church. Life is not tidy. On the surface, things may appear ok. What 
are some ways the church hides its disagreements?  

 
3. Paul talks about loyalties being divided between Apollos, Paul, and Peter. In the end, 

the one being divided is Christ. What things divide a church? Here are some hints: 
gossip, dishonesty, manipulation, power, money, politics. What would you add to this 
list? What are some constructive ways you’ve seen the church acknowledge and come 
to terms with these potential dividers? 

 

4. Wherever people gather, there’s the possibility of unity. Each person has his/her own 
opinion, but there are other things that take priority in Christ’s church. Here are some 
hints: service, humility, worship, witness, love of God, care of the poor. What would 
you add to this list? What are some constructive ways you’ve seen the church adopt 
these unifying attitudes and actions? 

 

5. Unity doesn’t mean conformity. Freedom doesn’t mean license. How do you balance 
these in our church? In your relationships with people? 

 
Prayer 
O Christ, 

You have called us to follow and love you.  

As individuals, this isn’t always easy. As your gathered church, it’s also a challenge. 

You have called us to unity. 

Bring your church together through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Give us courage to be honest with each other. 

Give us humility to speak the truth in love. 

Remind us that the church is yours. You are the head, we are the body. 
Keep this body healthy.  

Give us respect, joy, kindness, clarity, focus, magnanimity, and, above all, love. 

May your church glorify you, now and always. Amen. 

 

 
 


