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Reading the New Testament 90 Day Challenge 

 

“What are you gawking at?” 
 
Reading Schedule 
• Week of July 12 – 18, 2020 – John 10 through Acts 4 
 
Introduction 
• As the Gospel of John ends, the story of the church begins. The Acts of the Apostles is a 

bridge between the life of Jesus and the lives of his first followers. 
• Acts is volume 2 of Luke’s writings (after the Gospel of Luke). It expands some of the Gospel’s 

themes, such as the Holy Spirit and the universality of Christ’s work. 
• The first half of Acts has stories about various Christ-followers, including Peter, John, James, 

Philip, Stephen, and early experiences of Paul. The second half is focused on Paul’s 
missionary journeys. 

• The church steadily grows and expands from Jerusalem to Asia Minor (today’s Turkey), and 
then to Greece and the capital of the world, Rome. Persecution drove some of that moving 
out into the world. 

• Acts also reveals the church’s growing pains. There’s conflict as the believers sort out how to 
be the church. Acts 15 is a turning point. In that chapter, the church leaders decided that 
non-Jews (Gentiles) did not have to become Jewish in order to follow Jesus. 

• Paul’s famous conversion story (Acts 9:1-10) is also recorded in Acts 22:1-21 and 26:1-19. The 
differences are subtle, depending on the audience. They’re worth comparing. 

• Despite societal upheaval (such as the riot at Ephesus in Acts 19:21-41), Luke tries to show 
the church is not a threat to Roman power. 

 
Scripture Passage – Acts 1:6-11, Good News Translation (GNT) 
6 When the apostles met together with Jesus, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time give the 

Kingdom back to Israel?” 

7 Jesus said to them, “The times and occasions are set by my Father's own authority, and it is not 
for you to know when they will be. 8 But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled 
with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 9 After saying this, he was taken up to heaven as they watched him, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight. 

10 They still had their eyes fixed on the sky as he went away, when two men dressed in white 
suddenly stood beside them 11 and said, “Galileans, why are you standing there looking up at the 
sky? This Jesus, who was taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way that you 
saw him go to heaven.” 

 

 
  



Discussion Questions 
 
1. Only Luke records the Ascension of Jesus into heaven (Luke 24:50-53). Good thing he 

did—otherwise, we would not know what happened to him! How would that impact 
the story of Jesus we’ve come to know? 

2. The Ascension happened in a cloud. In the Bible, clouds often represent God’s more 
direct presence. Think about Moses on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19:1-18) and Jesus’s 
Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36). Why do you think this is important? 

3. After Jesus went from view, there were two men in white suddenly there with the 
apostles. Who do you think they were? Where did they come from? 

4. The apostles (rightly) were transfixed by the sight of Jesus ascending upward. In the 
first century, religions often taught that God or the gods were above or on high. The 
spellbound apostles were chided by the men in white. In today’s words, they said, 
“What are you gawking at? If you were one of the disciples of Jesus, having just 
witnessed the Ascension, how would you feel about these dudes interrupting and 
scolding you? 

5. The two men in white predict that Jesus will return in a cloud. This is known as the 
Second Coming (Greek: parousia). The New Testament indicates the first followers 
expected it to happen any moment. As time passed and Christ hadn’t returned, new 
generations of believers changed their view on this. Do you think Jesus will come 
again? When? Why has it taken so long? Consider this: is it really that important? 
Compare Luke 17:20-21). 

6. If you were one of the leaders of the early church, what would be your priority in 
getting the Good News out to the world? Organizing? Preaching? Teaching? Serving? 
Giving? All of these things, and much more, are found in Acts. It’s an adventure story, 
for sure. The Holy Spirit was at work in the church to help it grow and mature. How do 
you see the Holy Spirit at work in the church and the world today? 

 
Prayer 
O God, 
    We in the church have a rich tradition of faith in Acts. We’re thankful that Luke, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, wrote it down! 

    We in the church come from different places and experiences. We grow at differing speed 
and maturity. Yet, we are Christ’s church. 

    We, the church, have the privilege and responsibility of spreading the Good News about 
Jesus to the world. Though we feel inadequate to the task, Holy Spirit, work in us and through 
us. 

    May we, the church, always come to God with praise, thanksgiving, confession, intercession, 
reflection, and service. Amen. 

 
 


